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TO 
THE RIGHT WOR- 
ſhipfull and vertuous Lady, 


theLady LoanLeventaroR?, 


temporall, and eternall 
happinelle, 


MADAME: 
Raney He ſincere conceit of your 
F S&\ worthines, conſiting part- 
MRP ly in thoſe heauenly en= 
WAY dowments, wherewith the 
"Op Lord hath beautified and 
adorned you, as ſolid wiſ- 
dome, pietie,humilitie,finceritiein all things: 
herein ſhewing your ſelfe the expreſſe image 
of that worthy, and iudicions man Sir lohn 
Brograue your Father, and chiefely in your 
Chriſtian loue towards all that loue God, and 
live a godly life : enen theſe ſole confiderati 


{ AL Ons 


I roo 


———_ 


TheEpiſtle Dedicatorie. ? | 


ons haue moued mee to dedicate this (mall 
and worthleſſe worke to your Ladiſhip,which 
if it ſhall pleaſe youto accept as the Widowes 
mite, into the treaſury of your other Bookes, | 
eſteeming it rather bythe minde of the giuer, 
then valuing it by the weight of it ſelfe,you 
[ball fully ſatisfie my defire. The Lord conti- 
aue (till bis wonted goodneſſe, and louing \ 
kindneſſe towards you, who as he hath made| 
you a ioyfull Mother of many faire children, 
and carefull of their vertuous education; ſo 


| fill your ioy,in your latter daies, by bebolding 


it would pleaſe his heauenly Maieſty to ful- 


therr pertuons courſes and defired eſtabliſh-| 
| ment here in the earth ; that inthe end both 
an they may reioyce together for ener in 
j5ve promiſed Canaan, when your Arabian 


pilerimage ts here finifhed. Amen, 


From Botterwikein Holland, 
neere Bofton in Lincoln, 


| Your Ladiſhips 


inall dutie 


Tnomas Granger. | 
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FE 2.SAM,12,7. 
Then faid Nathan to Dauid, Thos art the man. 


Ing Daxid had prouoked the 
1, Lord to wrath by committing | 
1] ewo gricuous linnes, Adultery, | 
. and Murther which commaon- 
W N > ly followeth the ſame by one 
| &- . meancs, or other, Therefore 
K I\ WP he ſentthe Prophet Nathan to 
D LMSSSZT7 [Ag reproue him,and to denounce 

| theſe iudgemen 


s againſt him, Firſt, that the ſword |- 
ſhould neuer depart from his houſe. Secondly, that ! 
his owne ſonne ſhould take his wiucs from him. Third- 
ly, that che childe begotten in adultery ſhould die. 
| Wherein we obſcrue: firſt the iuſtice of God, in that 
| hewill puniſh ſinne, andthe finnes of them eſpecially | 
vpon whom he bath more plentifully poured his be- 
nefits : And againc, the mercy of God, in that he will | | 
| not ſuffer his children to lie in finne, and fo to periſh 
by ſinne, but awaketh their conſciences and ſtirres | 
| | A 3 them ( ; 


Om 


The Application of Scriprure. 


them vp to repentance by correRing them, leaſt they 
ſhould periſh with the world, Out of his juſtice there- 
fore mixt with mercie, he ſent the Proph:t, and the | 
Prophet comming, propounded his finne by way of 
2 parable, that not bcing blinded with partialitie, and 


ſclfe-loue (as all men are) he might giue righteous | 


iudgement againſt himſelfe in the perſon of another, 


There were, (aith he, two men in ove citie, the one rich, | 


| outo the rich man, who refuſed to take of his owne 


and the other poore : the rich man had exceeding ma- 


| ny ſheepe , and oxen; but the poore had none at all ,| 


ſane one little ſheepe which hee had bought , and nou- 
riſhed vp, and it grew vp with him, and with hy chil- 
dren alſo, and did eate of his ewne mor{(els, and dranke 
of his owne cuppe, and ſlept im his boſome, aud was vn- 
to him as his, daughter. Now there came a ſtranger 


| ſheepe , and of his owne oxen to areſſe for the ſtranger, 

| that was come wnto him, bat tooke the poore mans 

| ſneepe and dreſſed it for the man, that was come wnto 

| him, Hereupon Dawid maketh anſwer. verſ, 5, He 

| was exceeding wroth, and ſaid that the man which 

| did that thing was the childe of death, and that hee 
ſhould reſtore the Lambe fourctold, In the wver/, 7, 

| Nathan maketh particular application, 

| Thou art the man, | 

| From this practiſe of the Prophet, welcarnethat 
thetrue Prophetsand Miniſters of Chriſt mult make 


particular application of the word of the Lord, whe- 

ther of commandement ; exhortation , admonition, 
 reproofc,&c. tothole to whom they are ſ[ent,whether 
. it be to akingdome, to a particular people, or to pri- 
. vate men, and though worldly men being ſtiffe-neck- 
. cd, and hard hearted, will not yecld themlelues vader 
| the yoake of obedience, and are therefore alway rea- 
| dy to makereliſtance, yet muſt wee know who hath 
| ſentvs, both with promile of proteRion and reward 
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| forthe fairhfull diſcharge of our duties, and alſo with | 


denuntiation of vengeance for our diſobedience, and 
rebellion. er. 17.19. Speake all that I command thee ; 
be not affraide of their faces, leaſt I deſtroy thee before 


them; they ſhall fi ght againſt thee, but ſhall not prenaile a« | 


oainst thee,for [ amwith thee to deliner thee, And in an- | 
other place, Senne of man, though they be rebeliiom, yet | 
be not thou rebellious, 

Belides this, we haue many examples to encourage | 
vs hereunto, 1 K1g.22,13.14, Foure hundred Pro- | 
phets had prophelied victory to Ahas at Ramtorh Gle- 
ad, and at /eho[aphats requelt, Micah the Prophet of 
the Lord was fene for : the metlſenger aduiſed him 
(wiſely and diſcreerely as he ſuppoſed) to doe the like, 
but he anſwered, As the Lord liueth,whatſoener the Lord 
hath ſaid unto me, that will I (peake, 1. Kmg.18.17.18, 
T hus faithfully a!ſo dealt Elias with him, /t is not 
that haue troubled [ſrael, but thou, andthy fathers houfe, 
in that ye haue forſaken the commandements of the Lord, 
and thou haſt followed Baalim, In the obieRion of e1- 
hab, verſ. 17 .obſerue the nature of blinde and obſhi- 
nate (inners, they make the true Prophets and Mi- 
niſters the cauſes of their calamities and plagues, 
whereas the cauſeis in themſelues,that refuſing inſtru- 
ion, and reformation, contemne and perſecute the 
ſeruants of God ſent vnto them, and deſpiſe the word 
of the Lord ſent by them, To this purpoſe, note well 
thatignorant and rebellious ſpeech of the high prieſts 
and Phariſees, /oh.1 1.48. If we let him thus alone, all 
men will beleene in him, and the Romanes will come, 
and take away both our placg,, and the Nation, Here 
you ſee, that they weuld makethe Goſpellto be the 
caule of their vtter ouerthrow, and the ouerthrow of 
the Goſpell, to be the onely meanes of their, ſafctic. 
Bur theſe faithlciTe, and godleſle polititians were de- 
cciued, for that which they feared came ypon them, 
A 4 through 
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through the wrong auoiding thereof. In the Primi- 
tiue Church, what euill ſocuer happenedto the citic or 
prouinces of Rome, whether famine, pcſtilencegcarth- 
quakes,warres,vhſcaſonable weather,&c.theChriſtans | 
were thought to beche cauſes thereof: whereupon a- 
coſe great perſecution againſt chem: yea,inthele pre 
ſent daies, many ignoraut and blinde people doe yet 


2 King. 3.13.14 


| turned this anſwere co the idvlatrous King of [[raels 


thinke, that preaching makes the world fo bad as it is : 
whereas indeedezit is ghe want of preaching, & want of 
faith and obediencein them co the ſame, that maketh 
the word ſo bad,and which bringethGods iudgements 
vpon our heads, euecn as the vnbeleefe and rebellion 
of the heathen againſt God and bis people, brought 
thoſe heauic plagues of God vpon them, which they 
imputed to the Chriſtians. In 2 Kivg.3.13.14. ehoram 
and 7ehoſaphat, and the king of Edomy, entred warrces a- | 
gainſt the King of Moab for denying tribute to 7cho- 
ram King of I(racl,and when they had no water in their 
iourncy by the {pace of (caven daies, they come to 
enquire of the Lord by Eliſha the Prophet, who re- 


What haxe I to doe with thee ? get thee tothe Prophets of 


| Luk. 2.19. 


AQ 7.51.52. 
ler.20, 3445+ 


| AQ. ys. 


| {tours lince the beginning, may and ought to encou- 


thy Father,and of thy Mother : asit he ſhould ſay, thy 
heare is prophane and idolatrous, and thou not lou- 
| ing to ferue the Lord, doeſt come to lerue thine 

owne turne of the Lord, and of me : therefore, as 


the Lord of hoſts Imeth, in whoſe ſight Iſtand, if it were | 


' not that I regard the preſence of Iehoſaphat, 1 would not 
| hane looked toward; thee,nor ſeenethee. Likewilc in Luke 
' 3.19. /ohnthe Baptiſt reprooucd Herod for his inceſt, | 
 andall his other euils, And the conſtancie and bold- 
| nefſe of Peter in the particular reproofe of the Tewes, 
| AQ,z. of Stenen, A, 7.51 52. of leremic, Ter.20.3.,4. 
5.yea,of all the Prophets, Apoſlles, and Faithfull Pa- 


rage vs to thefaithfull diſcharge of our duties herein. 


Fo 
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are to be conſidered, 
Firſt, the neceſſitic of particular application, 
Secondly, the perſon that is to make application 
in particular, 
Thirdly, to whom itis tobe made, 
Fourthly, how it is to be receiued,and taken, 


; Application in particular,is neccliary for diucrs cauſes, 


1, For the ſound conuerlion of a ſinner, For men 
doe commonly recciue the word formally and hiſto- 
rically, being generally delivered and taught, eucr- 
more applying the {aime confuſedly, and vncertainely 
eo all, or one ro another, but none to himſelfe for his 
owne particular in{truction,and reformation, In this 
cale the wardis made like a certaine medicine which 
{ome Phylitions write of, that 1t will cuic all diſeaſcs, 
but when aman comesto take the ſame, he ſhall not 
finde himſelfe cured of any difcale by it, but he is ſure 
to be in great hazard of his life. And ſuch effec hath 


this generall drinking in, or hearing of the word: | 


But on the contrary, the particular plaiſter capt on 
the particular ſoare doth worke the cure, if it be poſli- 


ble to be done, Now if in our natural} knowledge, 


and with our bodily cyes we can ſce this, let vsa'ſoin 
our ſpirituall knowledge, conlider that the dilcaled 
and wounded ſoule is in like manner cured. 

The reading of the Scriptures with generall in- 
[tcutions, adinonitions, reprehenlions, exhorrati- 
ons, and confolations, I grant are moſt neccilary, be- 
ing the ground-worke and matter of the cure: but 
what ſound converſion is wrought thereby in a- 
ny man, without diſcrete application, let every 
man that hath” profited any thing in che {chovle 
of Chriſt, be judge. Putthe caſe thar ſume one of you 
had ſome hure,or wound. or had ſome mortall dilcalc 
reigningin you, would you not gladly hauc the helpe 


of 


For the furcher clearing of this poitit, tourc things | 


| 


Dornaus, 
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of che Tkilfulleſt Chirurgion, or Phyſitian, if you 
could ? would you not redecime your lives with the 
expence of your goods? What if when your Phyli- 
tian came vnto you, he ſhould begin to reade ſome 
part of Galen, Hjpocyates, or other Plzylice bookes, 
and to make a long diſcourſe of the foure Ejements, 
»ith their properties, and qualities of the toure h;u- 
mours of the body, and diſcales incident ty man, with 
their remedies and cures, and fo having taken your 
money thall take his leave of you, ſaying that hee 
hopes you ſhall be as (trong andlultie cre it be long 
as euer you were; what would you thinke or fay of 
{uch a Phylitian ? how well would you thinke your 
money beſtowed? If in cale of your bodily health and 
welfare you would hauc an honeſt, plaine-dealing, 
carefull and wiſe Phyſitian, that had not oncly a ge- 
nerall knowledge of bodies diſeaſes and remedies, but 
that could moreouer apply and bend all his skill to 
the particular and liucly diſcerning of your body, of þ 
your diſcaſe, and of the particular cure of the ſame : 
yea, andif you will diſcoucr, and ſhew vnto him the 
(tate of your body to your vemolt knowledge for his 
further helpe and direction; how much moure ought 
youto doethe ſame for your ſaules health? bur moſt 
men are like tochildren, and fooliſh patients,that had 


rather dic then drinke.a bitter potion, or haue their | 


loares launced and dreſled. 

Secondly, particular application is neceſſary to 
bring vs to the knowledge of our ſclucs, for natural- 
ly we ate (o blinded with f(elfe-loue, that howſocuer 
wecan difcerne and iudge other men, and fift them | 
very neare, and too neare, yetwhen we come to looke 
into our (clues, to take view and to make cxaminati- 
on of our owne knowledges, conſciences, hearts, affe- 
ions, we finde all well, little or nothing amille, wee 
hauc cnough to lay for excuſe and defence of our 


ſelues | 


| 


— 


| 


| daily miſtake my ſayings, whereby Ieſus Chriſt was ac- 


| 
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(clues, if any obietion be made. 

I ſpzakenot this ro open the mouthes of prophane 
perſons, which being partly phariſaicall, partly 
heatheniſh, count none hypocrites, but honelt pro- 
fe(lours (I meanc ſuch as feare God, and doe loue his 
word, recciuing the ſame with all willingneſTe and ioy- 


| fulneſſe, and ace louing and obedient to their Prince, 


and to all that are in authority,temporall,and eccle(i- 
alticall vader him) becauſe they ſee fome infirmities 
& imperfeionsin themybeing quick-{ighted cnough 
to eſpie their lealt infirmities, but lightly pale over 
all the vertues, gifts and graces of Godsſpiritinthem, 
like thebumble-Bee or Beetle, that flicth ouer all the 
pleaſant flowers , and lighteth on the horſe-dung, 
where ſhce maketh her aboad : but I ſpeake of the 
blindnes of inans corrupt nature,which rainerh in the 
vnregenerate. Ancuident and plaine example hereof 
chere is in Mathew.2 3,30,1f we had beene inthe daicsof 
our fathers,we would not haue beene partners with them in 
the blood of the Prophets, Theſe hypocriticall Phariſes 
condemne their fatherg for murthering the Prophets 
but ehey being blingBw%h their Juſts,and ſelfe-loue, 
cannot diſcernethat they are worſe then their fathers, 
in thatchey goc aboutto murther the Sonne of God, 
Hereupon it commeth to paſle, that the moſt pro- 
phane, being of ciuill carriage and conformable to 
outward worſhip, are the greateſt iuftifiers of them- 
ſelues, branding the belt and moſt ſanRified men 
with not-s of hypocrilie, aggrauating their infirmi- 
ties, miſtaking their deedes, miſconſtruing their ſay- 
ings; whereof the holy man David complaineth; they 


cuſed and condemned; whereby Elias was accuſed by | 


Ahab to be the troubler of Iſrael, & whereby Amos was | 


accuſed by Amaziah to be a traitour againſt Ieroboam. 
Yeathis blindneſle preuaileth much oft times with 
B 2 the 


Mat,2 3.30. 


—_ 


OO EI Der Ee ee ener 


The Application of Scripture. 


the godly, as here we ſee in the example of Danid, of 
whom Godreilified that lic wasa man according to 
his owae hearts delire : though Nathan propounded 
his finnein a molt plaine parable, in cuery particular 
anſwerable and proportionable to his (inne, which 
he couldnotin fo ſhort a ſpace forget(cſpecially ha- 


occalion him to remember his linnes) yet here wee 
ſee, hee is farre from making particular application 
thereofto himfelte : yea, and is fo blinded with (elfe- 
loue, as that he vtterly condemnes that in another, 
thelike whereof he approucth in himlſelfe. | 
T hercforeſceing that you are as young children 
that cannot cooke, diuide, and cut their owne mcate, 


your (ſpirituall nurſes, and fathers, if you delice to 
reape any profit thereby. You fee how the great 
world affords mecate,drinke, and cloathes vnto you, 
and all things (erue for no other vic then the (uſte- 
nance of the body, and maintenance of the perſon: 
and you ſec how all theſe things mult paile through 
che hands of the Tradeſman & Artificer, by whoſe 1a- 
bour and preparation they become meate, drinke and 
cloth, The corne in the field, and the bealts of the 
earth, the fiſhes in the(ea, the foules of the aire, are 
no meate for you, the wooll on the ſheepes backes, 
the s8kinnes on the beaſts backes, the flaxe on the 
ſtalkes, areno cloathing; thetrees in the wood, and 


pared and wrought by the Craftſman or Tradcſman: 


euery one cannot wotke and prepare them, but they 


that are called and appointed for the ſame purpoſe. 


And although euery man having the grounds of Art 


' in him, may make a ſhift to fecde, clothe, and build 


withoue the Artificer, yet it is but a bad and very 


| meanc ſhift, and as good as no ſhift in many things. 
This 


——— — 
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uing Bathſpeba cucry day in his light, which might | 


it is necetTary that the ſame be preparcd for you by | 


tones in the earth, are no buildings, till they be pre- | 


4 
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it in ſpirituall things, The word of God contained in 
cheold and new Teltament,is the fpirituall world, ha- 
ving all things necctlary for the (ultenance and main- 
tenance of the ſovle to eternal] life therein contained, 


his eſtate, and want. You cannot [erue your ſelves | 
thereof, no more then the Eunuch could doe with- 
' out Philip, Your Tradeſman, or Artificer, whom God 
hath called, muſt doe it for you: of him mult you 
 learne toſerue your (clues, as the childe learnes of the 
nurſe, and the Prentice of his Maiſter. Hence it is 
that Paw! laith to Timothy. 2.71m.2.15, Studie to ſhew 
| thy ſelfe approuedvrto God; a workman that needeth not 
to be aſhamed, dimading the word of truth aright, And 
in 1. (0r,3.10, Hee calleth himfelfe askilfull maiſter 
builder. | | 
Ifthen in the preparation of bodily things we de- 
ſirea cunningand skilfull workeman that can handle 
his toole according to knowledge for our bodily pro- 
fit; how much more then skilfull Paſtours and teach- 
ers, that can handle the word according to knows 
ledge, for the googof your ſoules, to feede you, to 


T his you (cc to betrue in bodily things; eucnſois | 


clothe you,to prepare,and fit you for Gods building, 

Therefore ſecing that you cannot come to the 
knowledge of your (elues without particular applicati- 
on of the word, how ſhould any man come to true 
conuerlion ? for if you haue not the knowledge of 
your ſelues in particular and fp.ciall, you cannot 
make particular confeſſion of your owne finnes, cuen 
your pcrſonall ſinnes, whereby no other men bur e- 
uen you alone haue ufftended God, you cannot bee 
truely humbicd for your finnes, hauing no lively 


| 
S 
| 
| 


T heſe things muſt palle through the hands of Gods | 
artſman, or tradeſman, who is to worke, prepare, di-! 
uideand impartthe ſame to cuery one according to | 


2 Tim.z'1 5. 


1 Cor.;.10 


couch or fecling of ſinne; you cannot ſerivully re- 
B 3 pent 
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pent, for ſo long as you ſhuffle in youriſelues with all, 


| | you will notrepent tillall repent : you cannot pray for 


graces necellary becauſe you know not your wants, 
being poore, and blinde, and naked, and yet thinking 
that you are rich; you cannot hunger and thirkt aftes 
| Chriſt and his righteouſnelle : you cannot be truely 


| 


your redemption, becauſe you know not what God 
hath done for you, in not knowing your owne {innes 
and miſerie : youcannot r<ceiue true and {ound fpiri. 
tuall comfort by the Goſpell, for want of knowledge, 
and feeling of your particular miſcrable eſtate, Thele 
things moſt neceffary ro bee done for your ſouls 
health, can ye not doc, vnlcile all men doe the ſame, 
ſo long as you ſtand on generalities. Now all men will 
neuer doe theſe things, neither will you fo long as 
you-depend on this All. 

Nay further, the want of this knowledge of your 
 ſelues, which by particular application of the Scrip- 


_—_— 


a—_R——tn—_——_— 


| ture you mult cometo, will make you ſecure,vnthank- |. 


full, preſumptuous contemners of the word, and 
altogether irreligious : whereforecuery man in parti- 
cular ought to deſire perſonall application of the 
word, and to pray vnto God, that his Paſtour mighe 
| (peaketo his heart and conſcience, that he in particu- 
Jar might receiuveinſtruRtion and edification by him, 
and that he might not goc away emptic, but returne 
bettered in knowledge and affeRion, 

Ie may be obieed, particular application is not 
for all Auditors, for ſomeare folearned, and fo wile, 
a3 when they heare the doctrine, they can make ap- 
| plication thereof to themſeJues.  4»/. It is one thing 
| what they can doe, itis another thing what they will 
| doe, and it is a third thing, what is our office and dil- 
| charge of our duties. We may not preſume of other 
| mens doings and negle&t Gods commandements; 
| and 
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thankefull for the endlefle loue, and mercy of God in [ 


— 


| | 


| forth his louc of the godly, and his commiſeration 


| ue, Ter.g-1, Oh th 
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and the practiſe of the Prophets of Chriſt, and the A- 
pollles, | 

Againe, men, euen the beſt men, will make appli- 
cation generall,and fauvurable enough to themſelues, 
having ſo many wirhdrawers, the continuall motions 
and ſurges of originail liane,the manifold allurcments 
and prouocations cf the ewill world, the continuall 
ſuggeſtions of Sathan , implacable enemies of the 
beſt and moſt ſanfificed men, fo that although they 
be good ſeruants, and good (chollers, they may for- 
get their duties without their maillers cucr and anone 
calling on them, 

The ſecond point herein to be conſidered, is the 
perſon that isro make this particular application, The 
| rm is the Lords mctTenger , not ſpeaking from 


vertue and power of the Lords ſpirit in him, as C141- 
cah (aid, that >hich the Lord hath bid me toſpeake, that 
ll I ſpeaks : And ſecing that the Lord (peaketh by 
him, being a manof Ike nature and infirmities with 
his brethren ; he wuſt ſo ſpeake, and apply the word, 
as to his owne (elfe amonglt the reſt (being no Lord 
ouer Gods heritage). vrging, and inforcing the word 
ypon the conſcience, as he doth the ſame vpon his 
owne; vrging the prattiſe of Chriſtian duties vpon 
others, without ſhew of taking libertie to himſclfe 

| ſpeaking from a feeling in himſeife, and ſhewing | 


and pittic of the hardheartedzaſter the example of our 
Sauiour Chriſt, fark, 3.5, he looked angerly on the 
Phariſes that watched him to enſnare him, bue mour- 
ned alſofor the hn of their hearts. Of Jere- 


and night for the ſlaine of the daughter of my people, Of 


his owne ſpirit and atf:ion, but ſhewing forth the | 


S-4 ; the | 


AaUrk.z.s. 


my head were full of water, and \[er.g.1, 
mine eyes a fountaine of teares, that I might weepe day |. 


Paul. Rom 9.3, He would redeeme the reiction of 'Rom.g.z. 


o—_ NE EAN carne: Ha 


| ſecret perceiuance in it, to dilccrne berweene the 


——_ ——  _— 


The Application of Scripture, | 


the Iewes with his owne damnation. Otherwiſe, hce 
that victh the word deccitfully, ſeruing his owne 
turne therewith againſt his brethren, poyſoneth the 
pure word of God, with the corruption, and contagi- 
on of his owne humouts and afteRions, and though 
he particularly apply the word, yer he proficcth his 
hearers nothing at all , neither to godlineſſe, nor 
mortification of ſinne,but rather foſtcreth,cheriſheth, 
and incenſcth the ſame in his flocke, 

Salomon ſaith, that the heart of inan anſwereth to 
man, as the face doth tothe face inthe watery the na- 
turall and vnſanQtified heart of the hearer co the natu- 
rall and vnſanRified heart of the ſpeaker ; the ſpiritu- 
all heart ofthe heater, to the ſpirituall hcare of the 
ſpeaker : and the (pirituall heart of the hcarer hath a 


word comming from a ſanCtified heart, andthe ſame 
comming from a corrupt heart, Henceit is, that a- 
; mong other reaſons, the (are word taughtby diuers 
| men hath not the ſame cffe& m the hearer ; for the 
Lord is powerfull by his word {ent by his owne mel- 
ſengers, and the ſame word brought by them that 


are not ſent, becommeth fruicleſle, 


In ett. 19.14. 15, 16, The ſcauen ſonnes of 


Schenatooke vpon them to adiure cuill ſpirits, by the 
| name of Jeſus, whom Pax! Preached: but the fpirit 
| az{wered; Teſzs,1 acknowledge, and Paul I know, but 
who. are ye? Here you ce the cuill ſpirit obeyed 
not thoſe coniurers viing the name of Ief.1s againſt 
| them ; and why? becauſe they were not (ent of God 
as Paul was, but being without faith vic his name as 
| it were to magicall inchantments. Therefore this ho-|. 
ly name, vſed by Pax, being faithfull, and called, 
was of force to binde and calt out diuels, but being 
eſed by them, being vofaithfull and not called, is as 
a dead letter, or idle word ; yea it hath a contrary ek. 
£ fe 


; 


þ. 


fe: even ſo wicked men in whom finne reigneth,end 


The Application of Scripture. 


Satan worketh, deſpiſe the word preached, and vtter- 
ly hate the particular application thereof by them 


hardenthem more, and co deſtroy the weake, An ex- 
| ample hereof we hauc in the falſe Apoſtles of Co- 
; rinth char preached the ſame doAtine of the Golſpell 
| that Paul did,yet had itnot the ſame effeR,but ſlirred 


phe See 


that are notſent ; for becauſe they vſe the word de- 
ceitfully and policikely for their owne aduantag e, it 


is not of force to cxpell Sathan, and to conuert the 
(linncr, but hath rather a contrary cffe&, namely, to 


vp rife, envying,wrath,contenti6s, backbitings,(wel- 
lings & diſcord; for though they were biggein words, 
ſhewing lcarningand eloquence, yet had they not the 
power of the ſpirit in them, therfore their doArine war | 
| = CE , _ 9.20. When : am _ I will 
now,wot the (peech of thems that are puffed vp, but the pow - 
er,for the ke x God 14 not in Lic) has in —— 
Obiettion, The true and faithfull ſhepheard, that 
| ſpeaketh in plaine evidence of the ſpirit is contemned 
' and derided of the wicked many times, and his par- 
ticular applications are not onely vnprofiteble for 
their conucrlion, but they haue power, like the man 
potſetſed with the euil ſpirit againft him,to wound him 
and to overthrow him. | 
e-nfw. To this I briefcly anſwere,that howſlocuer 
prophane, and irreligious perſons may perſccute the | 
meilengers of Ged with deriſion, railing or otherwiſe 
\ for iiis plaineand round dealing with them z yet not- 
| withſtanding their ſpirits and conſciences convince 
them of folly and obſtingcie, and telleth them that 


_ — 
> — 


ly diſcharge his dutie zandtherefore they cannot but 
haue a-fearc ahd reuerenceof his word, and of his pers 
ſon, thoughthey ſtrive with themſelues to doe the 
contrary; yea, and outwardly doe the contrary 


God fpaketothem by him, and that he doth faichful-| 


C _Av 
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1 Cor,4.19,20, 


- my * » 


| Toh 18,6. 


: AR.24.26. 


Mat.12.12-32. 
- 


| 


As for « example, in Tob,7.46. The officers of the 
high Prieſts and Phariſecs came to apprehend our 


| of the high Prieſts came to take Ieſus, and he com. 


| ward, and fell to: the ground: for theſe wicked 


Sauiour Chriſt, bur being come into his preſence 
and hearing his words, they had no power to take 
him, though they had a dclire to rake himgbur rerur- 
ned this an{were ? Nexer man ſpake as this man doth, 
10h.18.6, When the band of men, with the officers 


ming forth, ſaid vnto them; 7am he, they went back- 


wretches' being convinced of their owne conſcien- 
ces, were not able to abide his-preſence: yer notwith- 
ſtanding the houre of darkenelle being come, they 
laid hold on hith. In <A@.24.26.wicked Felix trem- 
bled when he heard Pas! diſputing of iuſtice, tempe- 


' | rance and the iudgement to conic yet notwithſtan- | 
{ ding he left him in bonds. And the Phariſees when 
chey werein Chrills preſece, were rouched with a ſence | 
odhead; therefore he charged | 
the holy Ghoſt. Zarh.12,32. } 


and perſeneranc of bis g 

chemwith (inne again 
To concludethis point then, theperſon that is to 

«make this particulat applicationof the word with pro- 


fit, is the true melſenger of God, in whoſe perſon, } 


ſanRification appearcth,which confirmeth the godly, 
comfortethand ſtrengehnerh the weake, conuerteth 


mouth ofthe aduerſaric. 


loweſt, The word of God is therule of life, and every 


man is to be guided and gouerncd in minde,wjll, heart, 

| affeRions, words & works by the ſarne,which he cfnor 
| | be without particular application thereof for his owne | 

| | inſtruction in knowledge, and reformation in man- 


che ſinner, bridleth the obſtinate, and Ropperh the | 


| behauiour,words and Converſation of life, the (piritof | 


'  Thethird point is, to whom this particular ap- | 
| plication is to be made, Application of the word is 
; to be made toall men living, from the higheſt eo the | 


|, 


IR 


. ners?}' 
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{_ners: for the word of God mult nor be made avaine 
| and idle ſtorie, no more then the Kings lawes arc) 
ſeeing that itis the booke of (piritvall life, for all men 
| that looketo be (aued, euen asthe Kings lawesarethe 

booke of tenipÞorall and civill life for his ſubic&s. 
Therefore (ceing that the life of ctheword Rands in 
practiſe, andthe practiſe of theword is our life, eyen 


; our ſpirituall and Chriſban life; the application there- 


; of is moſtneceſſary for all men whatſocuergfor inſtru- 


| ion, exhorration, admonition, reprehenſign, con- | - 


| (@lation. | 

Obreltion, Who darebe ſoboldas to reproue great | : 
men , they haue vnderſtanding , knowledge . and | * 
| learning, therefore they necde nut that any may | : 
ſhould inlſtrut , exhort , adinoniſh or, reprooue | . 


[ 
{ 


them, 
|  eAnſw. Satan indeede by his meſſengers dare not 
| admoniſh, dehort or reprehend great ones, becaule 


| rurne ſoules away from him; therefore doth: he by 


- . 0 


| it would hinder the building vp of his kingdome, and | - 


his meſſengers ſooth and flatter them, as he did Ahab, | ' 
| [ezabell, Teroboam : and ſuch like falſe Prophets there | 


ry inſtante of viſitation and deſtruction , ſhall crie, | 
Peace, Peace; there (hall be profperieic,health,libertic 

and 'plentie, all ſhall be well, But contrariiy the 
hort and reproue all meo liuingin the world by his 
meſl::ngers : Ir.is not they, but the Lord by his owne 
ſencethe greatel? potentate of the carth is but Cuſt and 


che roaring ofa Lion, much more the wrath of the 


ſteth body and ſoule into hell fire. 


King of Kings, and Lord of Lords dare admoniſh,de- | * 
| word that admoniſheth andreproucth, and who gare |. 

be bold coreliſt the word of the Lord, in whoſepre-| - 
aſhes? The wrath of che King (ſaith Salomon) is I. 


| Lord, who tormenteth not onely the body, but ca-|. 


— ———  _ _— 
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hath eucr beene, and euer will be, which at the ve- ; 


[EL Againe | _ 
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Oo ww ww - ww ans Py 
. 


+ YO —— 
. 


Ter. 944-5» 


The Application of Scripture. } 


Azaine, where it is obieted that chey have vn- 
derſtanding , knowledge and learning, heare what 
Teremie faith, ler.5. 4.5. Surely they are pore, they 
are fooliſh, for they know not the way of the Lord, nor 
the idgement of their God. $. I will "ny to the great 
men, and ik ſpeaks to them, for they haue knowne the way 
of the Lord, and the indgement of their God, but theſe haue 
altogether broken the yoate, and burft the bords a ſunder. 
Riches and honours are ſtrong temptors, and Sathan 
is there molt bulie: therefore ſaith Salomon, let mee 
not be too rich, leaſt I forget thee, If Sathan be molt | 
buſlic there, then the word of the Lord had neede to 
be molt plentifull there ; for Sathan neither can, nor 
will haue any nay, reſiſtance or reproofe, but by the 
word of the Lord; it is that onely that bindeth Sa- | 


Luk. 446, 


than, elſe bee will beare rule whercſocucr hee come 
| meth, \ 
Againe, where riches and honours arc, there are, 
-or at lcaſtwiſe would be ſcothers and flatterers, Arva- 
ziahs and D»5eg 05, Sathans inſtruments, and inueiglers 
to bend and turne riches, honours, power and lear- 
ning , yea all gifts and blcſlings againſt God, againſt 
his Church, and che faithfull, chat in the fall of thew 
Sathans kingdome may be erefted and (et vp in the 
earth , who ever lince the Lord threw him downe 
| from heaven, ſecketh like a rebell and vſurper to 
| thruſt the Lord ourof the carth, to which he layeth 
claime, and whereof he maketh open challenge, Luk, 
4.6, Allthz power will I gine thee, and the glory of theſe 
Kingdomes, if thou wilt fall downe and worſhip xzeguhere 
he mak«th him(ſcite Lord and diſpoſer of theearthand 

all worldly things. Now if riches, honours and pow- 
ers be followed vpon with terapting + fmariahs, Do- 
eges,Zedkyahr and (uch like, if they ſee any way laid 
open for them, how greatneede is there of the word 
Lord, and the particular application thereofin _ 
| neilg, 


| 


) 


[ 
| 


j 
| 


i 
' 
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neſle, vprightnelle, eruth and ſinceritie, to encoun” 
ter the (ophiſtrie, and particular temptations of Sa- | 
than ? 
Marke this one thing, Sathans word, to wit, his | 
temptations and pronocations are very (lrong and 
powerfull, For firlt, he deaics with men in pareicu-. | 
lar, Againe, he prouoketh them bue to that to which , 
they are themſciues inclined, Thirdly, his melſſen. | 
gers and all his inſtruments are deceitfull workers. like 
himſelfe, cunning to humour , plea(, and to flatter 
men, thereby eo blinde cheir eyes, and to corrupt 
their iudgements, thatin doing euill they might not 
know what to doe, Nowif we contrarily ſhall handle 
the word genzrally and doubttully , and alſo mans 
nature being ſo blinded with ſelfe-loue, as it can make 
no vie thereof for it owne conuerlion and reformati- 
on, what great aduantage giue we to Sathan? we hall 
ſtand as it were hike fooles talking of by-matters, and 
pleaſingour ſelues with our pratele,whiles the old craf- 
ty foxe, the olde!beaten (ouldiour, (teales away Gods 
ſheepe (theloules commiteedto our keeping and fee- 
ding) outof our hands; whereas like faithful] ſhep- 
heards we ſhould giue him the encounter according to 


the onſet, Epheſ.6 12, | EpheC ©,r2, 


Doth Sathan deale with men in particular to fub- 
uert them? how much more then ſhould we deaſe par- 
ticularly with them (1 meane not to particularite inens 
faults in publixe) but in oue to giue private inſtrucQi- 
on, exhortation, cuunſcll, admonition, which is too 
liele vied now a daies ; yea,we hauerunne out fo farre 
from that Antichriſtian auricular confef5ion as thatwe 
are fajlen into the contrary extremitie, like them chat 
auoyding the rocke Scylasfall into the gulfe Charibdgy, 
and as fooles, that (hunning one vice runne into the 
contrarie vice, hauing no wiſedome nor diſcretion to, 
keepe a meanc:Euen fo now is the wholeworkeof the | 
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Miniſteric in many places brought to a meere forma- 
- litie of a generall and roauing ſcrmon on the Sabbath 
' day, and whatthey hauc-heard they know not, nei- 
ther can makeany vic thereof ; but for any other mat- 
ter, the people neither Tegard their Paſtour, nor the 


in theſe daies changing* he ſheepe into wolues, as in 
former daies he changed ce ſhepheards into wolues, 


theworke of the Minilteric in moſt people: hereupon 


| hereupon commeth this lighe regard of the word 


| preached : hereupon cumincth th:ts petulancie, ſtub- | 
| bornenefſe. and wildenetle (as I may (ay) of young | - 
' prople,8 prophancnelle of old peopic of all forts;yea | - 
; vpon thiscaule commeth this generall corruption'of | 


' mannersand Epicuriſh liuing. .. 

[To eoncludethis point,. if we doc conſider with 
' our (clues howthe tnen of God deait perſonally with 
Kings, Princes; falſe-prophets and Prieſts, as Eliah 


gunt——_—_——_ 


Bapeift with Herod, our Sauiour Chrſt with the Scribes 


: and Phariſees, Stephen with the high Prieſts and Elders, | 


Peter with the pedple of the [ewes:; Saint Paul withthe 
' Apoſtle Peter, and the ſame Apoltle with Elim and 
' the high-Pieſt; we have: great incouragement, and 
| confidence giueh vsto apply the Scripruresto the cor- 
 1yptionof che times tothe warlds end, which is one- 

ly the trucand profitable preaching, ſuchas the Lord 
' hath commanded ; yea it wee ſhall alſo conlider the 


' plainenelle, vprighenelle, ſobrictie,deuorion, humili- 


! tic-and reuczgence to Gods word of Chriſtians in the 


” 47 * 9 _y 
* 


 Paſtour the People, vnlcilc in Tiches gathering, and | 
looking well to haue all his due; which (to (ay the |' 
eruth ) this deuouriog and Epicuriſh age thirſteth ras |, 
ther after, then after the foode of their ſoulcs.Sathan }. 


: Hereupon«commeth this generall ignorance of |: 


commeth the contempt of the perſon of the Miniſter: |. 


; with «hab, Elia with [choram, eremie with Paſhur, | 
 eAmos with eAmaziah,Aicah with Zidkyahb, Iohnthe| : 


| | primi-| . 
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them) we ſhall fnde.our felucs roo generally to be 
but ſlippes and counterfeits, rather the Apes of good 
| Chriſtians, then good Chriſlians indeede, being full 
of pride, diſſimu'ation and craft, commonly tear- 


deuotion , ſtubborne and wilfull, full of (ubtiltic to | 
lerue ourpwne worldly turncs and vices, of the word | 
| it ſelfe, But if we compare-ourlelues with our ſelucs, 
; theſe foule corruptions in-thele-latter times will little ; 
| appeare to vs, (ecing that in theſe daies weean ſo cun- | 
| ningly varniſh, ouer, yea beautifie ſinne with coun- 
| terfeit Chriſtianitie and heatheniſh ciuilitie. And this | 
; isthe cauſe why the common ſ(ait ſo call for the Gol-/ 
_pell, but loue not to heare the law, their conlci- | 
ences foaming vp mire and durt which the world ſces | 
not, and becauſe the hard heart will not humble ol 
; ſelfeto walke with God, being of vnbridled affeRtions 
therefore it ſeekes for falle comforts, ſoothings and | 
fatterings in the Goſpell (the Icaven of malice not 
being purged out) the law being a bondage to them |: 
and a heauic'burthen , whereas. it- is a Jaw of libertie | 
to the Godly # and for the. deeper blinding and 
'hardning of themſclues, they lay falſe impurations 


vpan the true and plaine-dealing Shepheard, as raſh- |. 


| nelTe, indiſcretion, tao much ftricktneſle and preciſe- 


| nelle, affeation of lingularitie, phantaſticalneile, by |. 


| which tearmes they ſhew themſelues like to the bloo- 

dy and earthly. Edomites (for ſo the word ſignified) 

| which-vnder the title of circumciſion,and the children 

| of eAbraham, claimed to themſclues the chiefe reli- 

| gion, andhated the true worſhippers, Pjal. 137, 7. Re 

| member the children of Edom O Lord, mm the day of Te- 

ruſalem, how __ {ard downe wirhd i, downe with it, enen 
to the ground, '. - - 

The fourth point herein to be obſerved, is ves 

C 4 


this | 


pii imitwe Church ( comparing our lelues 1 ſay with | 


med pollicic; tull of -intemperancie, mockers of true | 


Plal.1 37 7. 
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this particular application vughr eo bee raken, It 


| pole the /ewer(aid well (had they done as well) to /e- 
| remie, Jer,42.6, Whetherit be good or exill, we will obey 
| che voice of the Lord, to whom nee ſend thee, that it 


| God. 


ought to be taken as the word of the Lord, and 
therefore in good part, whether it be with vs or a- 

inſt vs , howſocucr phariſaical] people, that are 
like the Nazaress, Luk 4.22.2 8. doc heare the word | 
applied, not as the word of God, (as indecde it is) 
but as the word of man, contrary to the praQtiſe of } 
the faithfull Theſſalonians. 1 Theſ.2, 13, To this pur» 


may be well with 1,whenwe obey thevoice of the Lord our | 


For the further explication hereof, there are but 
two ſorts of people, ſome good, ſome bad, ſome 
ſheepe, ſome goates: Theſheepe doe heare and fol- 
low the voice of the ſhepheard. 794,10,27. the goatiſh 
heare with the outward care, butthey goe away into 
irange waies and vneuen by-paths. Now astouching 
thewordand the particular application thereof, the 
wicked in{ome things agree with the godly, in ſome 
things they differ, _ | 


Firſt ciuill wicked men, whoſe lives and conuerſa 


tions arc according to their owne hearts luſts, can ve- 
ry well abide doctrines and generall diſcouiſes,cſpeci- | 
ally choſe which Row with bumaine learning and clo. 
| quence, for there the natural] care findeth ſome mat. | 
; ter to feede vpon, 
| Againethe wickedeſt man can indifferently abide | 
| ewo particular applications, the firlt is of inſtruction , 
' for inſtruction preſuppoleth vertue, and irs vp to 
good life, which the worſt would gladly haue the 
name of, and(o for praiſe and reward-fake will liſt to | * 
it : the ſecondis of comfort, and preaching of peace, 
which none will refuſe, 


But here is the difference, whenwe come to make | 
FR vſe 


a 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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vie of thedoArinez to conuincement of ſfinne, eq re. 
provfe, andto'correQtion, the hard-hearted andiim- 
penitene ſinner vill at no handabide it ; ſuch words 
found in his eares {ike Hficabs in e-Lbabs, wener 
Herein they differ from the godly, and leave them 
alone to themſtlues,: Now begin they eo ſhew their | 
goatiſhnale, to accuſe their ſhepheards of indifcretion, 
of malice, of private grudge, of belecuing falſe re. | 
ports, of panicularizing and naming men in the Pul. 
pit, when there is no ſuch matter intended or thoughe 
ypon,andcherefore they cannot with a patient cie cuer ; 
afrcr looke vpon him, 

 Butcoatrarily in whom there isthe loue and feare 
of God, and the hatred of finne, which haue denied 
themſclnes and worldly luſts, and warring againſt their 
ſpirituall enemies, do deſire the particular «pplication 
of the word, that their conſciences, hearts and affeQti- 
ons may be wrought in particular, that chey in 
particular may be fltrredvp erintind they fall 
into the deadly fleepe of finne, | | 

This particulsr applying ſtrengthneth chem, in- 
courageth them,and keepeth the enemie & farre off, it 
weakeneth him), and daunteth him. This application 


isas the trayning of Chriltian ſouldiers;and as it were | 
a Randing by them to tell them how to ward rhe | 
ftroke, andro give the ſtroke,to dvoide the affault, 
and taggive the onſet, We are [luggiſh,ſleepie, heauie, 
our eyes are euer downe, I meane our mindes and 
affeRions are ever on the earth and earthly things ; 
we havenecde therefore not onely to be called on,but 
oft times to'be rovzed, iogged, pulled by the armes, 


carruption,the world and the diuch, are ever giving ve 
Opium to drinke,thrar cauſeth deadly fleepe, if we rake 
rcoomuchofir, 
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} exculing, defending and mirtigating of his (inne, like 


of perfection, fortheſcreſpeds, ax allo that-they de- 
(firethat Godalone may be glofified in-theearth; and 
for che loue they beare to all -men, doe deſire both 
| conuincementy reproofe and correRion of (inne in 
time and ſcalon convenient : and they alſothat are as 
yet but weake, yet rrue Chiiftiane, can with patience 
abide the word as well afainli them,as with chem, And 
how fa: fh, and diſtaſtiull ſoeverit be vntothem yer 
doe they not calt it off, nor hate cheir paſtours, no 
more then gratious children caſt off their parents 
admonitions, counſels and commandements{(though 
in molt things they be not tothcir liking;)or doe run 
from them when they-'are reproved or correed: 
though lewd ſcruants and wicked children doe fo,yet | 
the loving childe and good ſervant will! not. As for 
example: Dawid in his place, being reproued by Na- 
than, and having hcauic judgements denounced a- 
gainft him for his ſinnes, what doth ke ? fals hee co 


Saul, and curning it lightly off as but an infirmitie, as 
many mockers doe now a daics? Doth he (corne, 
| grudge at andreuile the Prophet? Doth he accuſe him 
of pride, impudencic, or indiſcretion, or too much 
boldneſle fordealing thus plainely withthe King? No, 
but being ſtroke with feare and reuerence of the true 
word of the Lord , with compunRion and forrow 
for his ſinne, he maketh humble and penitent confel- 
ſion before the Lord, in verſe 13, 1 haxe finned againſt 
the Lord, Thelike penitent, and humble anſwer gaue 
the good King Ezechiab to Eſay,chap.3 gy.,teproouing 
him for ſkewing ambitiouſly and vaine-gloriouſly all 
the creaſures of his kingdome tothe Ambaſſadours of 
Babilon, and alſothreatning the iudgements of God 
vpon him in his poſteritie for the ſame 3 The word of 
the Lord, ſaith hee , i good, which thew haft ſpoken, 


{ Wherein he ſheweth his humilitie to the word, his pe- 
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The Application of Scripture. | 
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tnicenciefor his finne,. andcthankefulneſſe co the:Lord 
for (paring him till his ſonnesidaies, Inche'' 1 Saw.g. 
18, When Samze! had' told to: Eb the judgements 
which God: had-threatned to bring ypon |him and 
his houſe fer cuer, for not chaſtning his onnes wick- 
ednelle, his anſvere is in penitencie and humilitic y | 
| 1t ia the Lord, det bow den wvhet ſecretl nm geady and 
' this hath boene alwaies the prattiſe of the:godly, with 
| penitent, ;mecke, humble and obedienthearts toyeeld | 
. themſclues to the word of the Lord, | 

Now on the contrary, the wicked will acknow- 
| ledge , reverence, or regard the word. of God. no 
' further then they may make-vic of it for.their owne 
' carnall turneq, andfo farre forth/as itiz:agreeable. to 
| them, otherwiſe they reieAit as ſuperfluous and vn» 
| profitable for them.. Whenthe word, by the applica- 
| tion thereof, like s ſoueraigne (alue; begins to worke 
yponthe conſcience, heat, affeRtions and conuerſa- 
tion: of life, for their-tiue and found. conuerſion, 
then | begin they 0: ſhew ;foreh:the fiubbornenelle, 
rebellion 'and 'hypocriſie that: lay: hidde in them, 
voknowne to others,” and cuca to. cheir owne de- 
ceitfull hearts, | | 

So long as the word concernes all, and-im parti» 
cular none, they acknowledge nto be the word of, 
| God, b it when it comes to be applicd to the heart ' 
| and conſcience in particular, then it is the word of 
| man: the Preacher ſpcakes them of malice, of ſome 
faiſe informations. of his owne vncharitable diſpoliti- | 

| on, of irdiſcreete:zeale, orfrom a phantafticsli ſpirit, 
nothing: can pleaſe them 4 hee muſt waike wari- 
ly , hee had-ncede to'be as-wile as the Serpent, and 
a9 innocent as the Poue, neither for all that can 
hee eſcape mockes, by-words, or one diſgrace or | 
other. Examples hereof wee have in Jer. 43. 2: 3. 
Thew ſpeaks £Atariab, lchanan, and all the proud men, 


| 


| 


| 


A 


— 


D 2 laying,.| 


| 


takethem. Now they hearing the commandement 


The Application of Scripture. 
layingto leremie,T how ſpeakeſt falſeh: the Lord our God 
bath net ſent thee to ſay. gor not into e/Eqype £0 viwell 
there. 7. But Baruch the ſonue of Neviah proveketh” 
thee againſt 1,056. la the former chapter they be- | 
ſeeched Jeremes 30 pray to the Lord for them, that 
the Lord might ſhew vnto: them the way whercin | 
mighewalke, and\ what rhey ſhould doe, 'pro- 
miling, yea,taking Godeo witneſle chat they would 
doe whatſocuer the Lord: commanded them by | 
him. * 

Now after ten daics the word of the Lord came 
to /eremie, which [creme faithfully declarcd vnto 
them : That if they would dwell in their owne land, 
the Lord would build them,. and nor deſtroy: them, 
plant chem, and not roote them one, that he would 
be with them , to ſaue and deliuer them from the | 
hand of Phareo, butif they would: goe into Egypt 
for (afcric and proteRtion , that then the ſword, /* 
mineand peſtilence which they ſo feared ould ouer- 


of the Lord to be contrary to: their plor which they 
had laid already,and preferring eheirowne deviſes and 
pollicies before the Lords will , they begin to-finde 
excuſcs anddclayes, thereby to-ſhufle off, and prit a- 
way the commandement of the Lord, 'as plainely ap- 
peareth in theſe two verſes before alleadged. Wherein 
obſcrue, firſt that Hypocrites determine with them- 
ſelues whatthey will doe, and how, and after what 
mannerthey will liue, euen accordingto their -owne 
judgements, and after the imaginations of their 
owne hearts : and: then in the fecond place, they will 
'heare what the Lord: faith. Now that which they 
thinke to: be agreeable to them, they praiſe, com- 
mend, and approenec as the word of G O'D ; but 
when it ditlenteth from them, and'is contrary to 
cheir owne liking, when-it convinceth,” reprovcth or 
20 vel oy roucheth | 


| 


| | awne courſe and trade of life. Secondly, obſerne 


and contempt of che Miniſter, and conſequently of 


The Application of Scripture. 
toucheth them (as we ſay.) theniti the word of mens 
andnot the wordof the-Loxd: And for this purpoſe 


they haue excuſes, arguments and reafons at will, for 
the conficming and hardning of chemſelucs in their 


herein that ,pride of heart is the cauſe: of rebellion 


the Lord in. his perſon, in theſe words ( And all the 


proxd men.) T hirdly,obſeruc the qualitie of ſecret hy-| 


| 


pocriſic, when it is plainely and diretly conuinced 
and reprouecd in particulargit breaketh forthinto open 
rage, laying imputations 'on the Miniſter, for the 
excule & hiding of irfelfe,in thefe words, [Thow ſpeak- 
eft falſely.) Fourthly, obſcrue that Hypocrites will be | 
counted good. Chriſtians, and: call God their God, 
and yet will deſpiſe cheir Paſtours, and contemne the 
word of the Lord (poken by them, (The Lord owr God, ) 
Fiftly * note the nature of Hypocrifie, they would 
obey Gad, and embrace his word; if they were ſure 
that his meſſengers ſpake truth: whereas indeede they 
are farce fromall obedience, (bath not ſent thee. ) Sixt 
ly, note the common flaunders and imputations of 
common Hypacriſie, (But Baruch &c. ) Another 
| platoac example hereof there is, x King. 22: 8. Jchs- 
| ſaphat and eAhabbcingto fight again} the King of 
Aram, for Ramoth Gilead, Ichoſaphat prayed” him to 
aske counſell of the Lord z and ſo eAbab gathered 
together fourchundred falle Prophers, which agreed 
all in one tale: For this is the reſolution of eue- 
ry falſe Prophet, to pleaſe ; But theſe Prophets 
Techoſaphat much regardednot, therefore hee afked 
if there were ncucr.a Propher of the Lordz yes, 
ſaith Abab, there is yet one man, AMuah the ſoune 
of Imlah, but I hate him, for hee never prophe- 
lied good vnto- mce, Likewiſe in: Amor, 7, emer 
having, propheſied deſtruſtion to the-wicked King 
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leroboam for his Idolatrie and other finnes that ac- 
company theſame; the couerous King Amatiah ac- ] 
cuſcrh him ſecretly to the King of conſpiracie, but 
when by that way hee preuailed not, he aſſayed by | 
another practiſe ro ſtoppe his mouth, in the 1 2.and 
13,verſes. Anotable examplehereof alſo there is in| 
Lnk.4. the Nazarens could willingly here our Sauiour 
Chriſt reade his text our of Eſay, and interprete the 
ſameScripture of himſelfe ; but when he came tore-; 
proue them for their infidilitic, and preferreth ſtran- 
gers before them, that ſhould beleeuein him z they 
were preſently incenſed with wrath and great indigna- | 
tion, and carried him cur of the citic to the topof a 
rocke to caſt him downe headlong. 

Furthermore it was the common praQtſe of the 
rebellious //raelites alwaics to lay (landers and falſe 
imputations vpon the true Prophets, andto tearme 
them falſe Prophets, Tf they prophelied of peace 
and proſperitie; then they generally bcelceued them, 
and if fome one or few were doubtfull or diſtruſtfull, 
yetthey would not count them falſe Prophets , but | 
if they convinced them or reproued them for linne, 
denouncing vengeance vpon them valeſle they re- 

nted, then on the contrary, generaſly they coun. 
ced them fail. -Propbets, hating them,mocking them, 
giving them by-words, impriſoning them, {toning 
them,excepting ſome very few. q 

If che falſe-Prophet {pake of peace, viorie and 
proſperitic , and the ſame came not to paile, yer 
they were not puniſhed (though by the law they 
were commanded to (lonefuch ro death: ) but when 
the truc Prophets ſpake of Gods iudgements for 
their ſinnes, they were out of hand and without 
any delay perſecuted, impriſoned, murthered before| 
the time of their triall came, As 1 King.22.27, 4- 
cab muſt be kept in priſon, and fed with the bread 
and 
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and water of affliction till Ahab returne from victo- 
ric z becauſe hee propheſied deltruftion z but the 
foure hundred falle-Prophets were at libertic both 
then and after, They dealt (cornefully and cruelly 
alwaics with the Prophets of the Lord, but 


the lying Prophets and flattering couetous 
Prieſts wanted no preferment, fauour, 
nor countenance,though their flat- 
tcries were neuer ſo grolle 
and palpable. 


